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Call  to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 12: 40.p.m.
Prayer:
The first order of business was the convention’s prayer.

This was followed by obituaries:




1.
Barbados

-    Trevor Squires





2.
Bermuda

-    Junior Dasilva





3.
Guyana

-    Justice Harper Rasheed




4.
Jamaica

-    Wilbert Nelson




5.
Leewards

-    Michael Campbell




6.
Windward Island
-    Francis M. Phillips
A minute of silence was observed in recognition of these individuals. 

Welcome
The President then welcomed all present, reminding them of the time lapse since the last convention and indicated the accomplishment based on goals that were set.  He made special reference to the significant numbers of persons present.  This he said was indicative of work being done at the territorial levels. He reminded the attendees of the challenges being faced and commended the Guyana Cricket Umpires’ Association for their effort. All in attendance were reminded of the purpose for which we were gathered. A hearty welcome was extended to all, best wishes extended to all present.


A proposal was made by the Guyana for the acceptance of the amendments to the constitution. The President reminded members that the time for changes were long passed; therefore, there was no room for changes. He however indicated that corrections would be facilitated inclusive of typographical errors.

It was pointed out that for other changes to take place this would have to come in the form of a resolution.

Corrections were pointed out page 74 Article 5 subscription incorrectly spelt. Page 75 item 7 to be deleted.
The motion was moved by Jamaica and seconded by Guyana that the constitutional amendments be accepted. Twenty-seven (27) delegates voted in favour of accepting the amendments to the constitution.

This paved the way for the United States Cricket Umpires’ Association to receive “Full Membership Status”


Application for Full Membership United States of America page 123 Resolution read by Secretary Vivian Johnson.


The President made reference to page 73 Article 4 A 1- 4.


Having examined the criteria, the motion was put to vote.  Twenty –six (26) delegates was voted in favour of full membership. The second delegate was invited to join Delegate James. An emotional Umpire Alfred James then thanked the participating territories, then   break was taken.

Resumption after lunch:


The President reconvened the meeting and suggested that the minutes of the 22nd Biennial Meeting being circulated should be taken as read and should be done page by page.  


Corrections:
Guyana delegate Dauteerth change Leroy Neish Wilber force page 11 Walker Boucher.


Brian to Brian David page 12 -
Rudolph Wottley Andrew Weeks – page 12 correction Shraeffli/Sookhoo 


Page 13 – United States (see correction in book) 


Jamaica ( see book)


Page 14

Matters Arising:
On the matter of the training manual, Secretary Vivian Johnson  and  Chairman of the Training and Examination Committee Clyde Cumberbatch assured the members that work was being done on this document.


On the issue of Cess the Asst. Secretary/Treasurer, Norman Malcolm cleared the air on who should pay the 2% cess and for what matches. Members were reminded that the Cess was charged on fees derived from first class matches. It was also suggested by the President that payments be made before convention.


Website


Members were assured that the Website was up and running, special mention was made of the contribution of Mark Santana and Chairman Martin Paris. An appeal was made to Territories that had not made good their pledge of $200.00 to do so immediately, the request was honoured.


Umpire Bash from the United States questioned the progress of Canada, both Vice President Butler and Secretary Vivian Johnson assured the meeting that Canada’s constitution was completed and also that they met the criteria laid down for their Associate Membership. Umpire Randal Butler said that statements referring to Martin Viera were incorrect, that was changed. It was also pointed out that information of the incorrect document was leaked.  Persons were reminded that draft documents remain private until they are corrected and adopted.


Dalerie on page 17 to be changed to “Pompay.”  Trustees are Griffiths Sookhie.  


The meeting was adjourned at 4:03 because of a power cut. A motion for the adjournment was moved by Umpire Bash of U.S.A. and seconded by Bermuda. It was noted that the sessions will begin at 9:00 on day two.

Day II

The day’s activities started with prayer and the song “Give peace a chance.” Members were encouraged to be brief with their deliberation.

Matters Arising continued, Umpire Malcolm questioned the progress of the retirement benefits. Presidents Pat Whyte said that the subject comes up in the last sub committee meeting, however, given the financial challenges facing the Board they would not be in any position to facilitate this request. Instead  the Board suggested that the programme now in place for players be given consideration for umpires also.
Delegate Bakesh  from the United States, questioned the whereabouts of the President’s Trophy Secretary Johnson said that the trophy was last handed out in St. Kitts. Delegate Mitchmum said that those concerned could be given no account of the trophy.  The president instructed the Area Vice President Clancy Mark to make greater investigation.

Delegate Soohkie questioned if an outstanding cess were paid, the president acknowledge that it  was paid this was confirmed by Asst. Secretary/Treasurer Norman Malcolm



A motion was moved by Guyana’s Delegate and seconded by Jamaica for the acceptance of the minutes.


Area Vice President’s reports were taken as read Area 1, United States of America Observer Nick Grant said that the Annual General Meeting was held in February 2007 and not March.  The delegate tried to place the issue of election on the table however this was dismissed, as not being a part of the minutes.  Charges made that the meeting of U.S. Cricket Umpires’ Association was incomplete was discussed. Vice President Butler sort to substantiate the statement using information obtained from e-mail. The issue of who the correct delegate for US came into focus. When Umpire Baksh relinquishes his position and gave up the seat to President James. The President reminded Mr. Baksh when he sought to speak from the floor that he has no longer has the status of observer.

Observer Grant aired his grouses concerning the election, the president ruled that the issue was internal and should be settled or a formal request made for the intervention of WICUA.


Cayman Island’s delegate Courtney Young said he could not understand why Area Vice President Butler did not receive any report from Cayman Island when he knew that he sent one early. The problem, Area V.P. Butler said, arose from a default in the email system.   Both Bermuda and Cayman accused the Vice President of not producing very detailed report on the territories. Mentioned was made of a situation on which two (2) umpires were bought in to officiate in a final, this the delegate said sent the wrong message to local umpires.


Vice President Butler said that it turned out to be a slap in the face from the governing body of cricket board in Bermuda. The matter was discussed with observer Mark Santana suggesting that the matter should have been reported earlier to WICUA, he warned that this was a dangerous precedence, many other delegates supported his position. The report for Area 1 was accepted on a motion moved by Canada and seconded by Bermuda.

Report – Area II

The report from Area II was accepted on a motion moved by Windward seconded by Jamaica.


Report – Area III


The delegate from Windward questioned the absence of a report from St. Vincent. This was explained by Vice Principal Doctrove as being due to late preparation and lack of territorial submission


The report was accepted and a motion moved by Trinidad and Tobago and seconded United States.


Report - Area IV 


The Trinidad and Tobago report did not make mention of ACCUTT instead of an impasse between the three (3) zonal Council and the TTCU & S Council.


Delegate Ramsubhag said that the statement on the absence of the TTCU & S Council report should have only stated its absence not the rationale. Observer Steve Bucknor said that if no report is submitted then affected persons need to accept the consequence. A motion for acceptance was moved by Guyana seconded by United States with one abstention. 

Observer Audley Bailey, Jamaica suggested that the parent body become more proactive in its deliberation on issues affecting individual territories.

Secretaries Report

The secretary’s report was read by Secretary Vivian Johnson after the reading a decision was taken to have a twenty minutes break 11:10 – 11:30.

On resumption the President commended Umpire L. George Hill for the outstanding legal advice given during the amendments to the constitution.

The delegate from Bermuda questioned the information in the Secretary’s report in relationship to Mr. Chetram Singh’s remarks at the opening ceremony.


The Secretary told the gathering that much of what was spoken of by Mr. Singh represented things that the Board intends to do in the future.  One of the issue that came up was the amount of exposure be given to local umpires, Vice President Doctrove reminded the gathering that while it is necessary to give exposure to as many people as possible, the ICC has serious concerns about the limited member of matches being done by top umpires.

Barbados delegate suggested that the ICC needs to recognize the limitations of the region.  Observer Fletcher suggested that more regional integration is needed among territories.  Observer Dobson questioned why no case is being made for female umpires to give the necessary exposure.

Delegate from Guyana reiterated the need for the ICC to exercise more understanding as it relates to match limitations.  Observer Bucknor’s opinion was sought on this issue, he indicated that this was a reality.  Delegate Doctrove emphasized the need for an umpire’s manger.


Observer Walton Bowen from Leeward Islands asked that potential candidate be informed of the specific criteria for the various examinations.


Delegate Fred Leacroft, Canada questioned the correctness of the statement on the legitimacy of Canada CUA he was assured that these concerns resonated in Canada.


Delegate Colin Alfred questioned the correctness  of the statement in the report made on the appointment of umpires in Guyana. Contribution from Observer Dobson and Delegate Colin Alfred sought to have the statement amended.  It was decided that the statement would remain. Trinidad and Tobago and the United States also questioned statements relating to reports on their respective organization, it was pointed out that these were statements of facts.


Delegate from Barbados questioned why tickets had to be begged for retired umpires. General consensus was that this is unacceptable.


President Pat Whyte, delegate Clancy Mark and Secretary Johnson all lambaste the WICB for its tardiness as it relates to umpire in the World Cup.


The question of accountability of Vice President was questioned while visits would be ideal, the question was who would found these visits, nonetheless, it was suggested that Vice Presidents needed to find ways of fulfilling their obligations.


Delegate from Bermuda Richard Austin asked that something tangible be put in place for the two (2) retired Eddie Nichols and Basil Morgan. The report was accepted and a motion moved by Bermuda and seconded by Jamaica.  

Chairman of Training and Examination Committee 

Delegate from Jamaica D. Coleman questioned why the reports were not signed.  It was pointed out that most reports were submitted electronically. The president instructed that the copy for the records be signed. 


Observer Fearon congratulated the Training and Examination Committee on the improvement in the examination standard but questioned the results of some countries such as Trinidad and Tobago.

Motion for acceptance of the secretaries’ report was moved by Jamaica and seconded by United States.

Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer’s Report was presented by Treasurer, Norman Malcolm for period July 1, 2005 – March 31, 2007.


Report took the form of a balance Sheet – Account Receivables. – 


He pointed out WICUA operates three (3) accounts: Current, Fixed and Savings. 

WICB Administrative Expenses for 2005/07 was not paid over. Letters have been sent to the WICB and they will be reminded again.

Delegate Bakash (United States) questioned about receivable cess. Treasurer indicated that cess collected at the 2005 convention is included in the current statement.

Observer Goaland Greaves asked a number of questions relating to who had paid for the increase in cost printing the magazine. He was told that sponsorship from Digicel and Red Stripe covered the cost. The Treasurer closed by asking if there were entities or individuals who could assist in founding the association, as there is an urgent need for support.   He congratulated Umpire Steve Bucknor who contributed US1000 in 2005 and the US1000 in 2007 also Umpire Alfred James who made a total contribution of US750 during the period.
The motion for acceptance for the Treasurer’s Report was moved by USA and Canada respectively.

Report of the Publicity Committee

The report was taken as read; it was therefore open to discussion.  Observer Mark Santana expressed concerns about the lack of use of the website. He lamented the fact that given the amount of money spent. The instrument needed to be fully utilized. In addition to $1750 contribution the website benefits from significant subsidy in the form of human resources and money.

Chairman Martin Parris said that he was disappointed at the response of the umpires on the website, however, he was satisfied that the success would continue. Motion for acceptance was moved by Jamaica and seconded by USA.
Any other matter:
Delegate Colin Alfred, Guyana asked about Umpire Ramesh Naidu from India. Secretary Johnson said that he did West Indies Examination and is now a fully qualified member.


Delegate from Bermuda asked about the ACCUTT representing Trinidad & Tobago. It was pointed that WICUA only recognizes TTUCS. 


Election of Officers


Observer Audley Bailey was selected as the officer in charge. He pointed out the requirements for election, he also listed the positions being contested. The post of President received one nomination that of Hartley Reid – Barbados. 


Executive – Vice President nominated by Anthony Lalacksingh was unopposed. Area 1 Vice President position had three (3) nomination; incumbent Butler withdrew his nomination leaving Cecil. Fetcher and Basdeo Dookhie. Delegate Baksh questioned the legitimacy of an Associate Member running for office. Representatives from various countries made contribution, it was however decided that the constitution does not debar Associate Members. The position was put to vote. The vote was won by C. Fletcher 19, Dookhie – 8,.


Area II


Clarey Mack was returned unopposed has Area II Vice President. 

Area III


Billy Doctrove was returned unopposed has Area III Vice President. 


Area IV


Harry   Mahabal  was returned unopposed has Area IV Vice President. 


Secretary 


Secretary Vivian Johnson was unopposed.

Asst. Secretary/Treasurer Norman Malcolm was returned unopposed.


Chairman Training and Examination Committee – 
Clyde Cumerbatch was returned unopposed.

The President congratulated all the elected members and wished them well.


Nominations for Committee Members

Publicity Committee:


The nominees were Maurice Chung, Martin Parris, Mark Santana, Troy Mills and  Albert Fearon


Chairman


Martin Parris


Training and Examination Committee

Vincent Bullen, Roje Dill, Clyde Duncan, Mohamed Baksh, Clarence Shaffrali, Clancy Mack, Goaland Greaves and Norman Malcolm.


Appointment of Committees

President congratulated all these being elected. 


Negotiation Committee- Pat Whyte, Hartley Reid, and Vivian Johnson.

Terms of reference to be drafted and presented to Secretary Friday Morning


Asst. Secretary indicated that current umpire must be a member of this Committee. 


Discussion was centered on appointing members to the Negotiation Committee.


Presentation was made by lawyers, George Hill and Dobson. The President then decided to put the matter to the Council or for an adjournment to be made while for the matter to be given further deliberation.


A motion was moved by the Windward Islands Delegate and seconded by Jamaica for the appointment of the Negotiation Committee to be considered the following day and for other items to be concluded, all were in favour.


A decision on the Host Territory for the 24th Biennial Conventions 2009 was delayed so that Bermuda could be given more time for consultation.


A motion was moved by US and seconded by Jamaica for the adjournment of the meeting.


The meeting was adjourned by 5:00 p.m.


DAY III

The meeting was called to order at 9:00, by the president who ought to explain the term “ members.” The appointment of the three (3) members Negotiating Committee was made by Barbados through Delegate Vincent Bullen.


The nominated Negotiating Committee Members were Patrick Whyte, Vivian Johnson and Hartley Reid. All the members voted in favour. This brought to an end the General Council Session.


Discussion Papers


In the session that followed the following papers were discussed.

 “The Finger Raised” presented by George Hill. Observer L. George Hill asked for the removal of the pointed finger as part of association symbol.


Responses came from Jamaica’s - Norman Malcolm and Albert Fearon, Trinidad and Tobago’s Dowlath/ Mahabal Barbados; Parris Benn; Leeward Islands – Hudson Knigh and USA – Alfred James. All the response were in favour of retaining the finger.

“World Cup Legacy” presented by Vivian Johnson

The paper focused on legacy from World Cup from on umpiring perspective.  Observer Martin Parris said in all other World Cups host countries umpires were involved in the matches. Delegate C. Duncan shared similar sentiments. Troy Mills suggested that WICUA works closer with the Caricom Heads of Government.


Delegate Austin Christopher said that the West Indies Board must take responsibility for the few opportunities that were available to the umpires.

Delegate Billy Doctrove – The absence of an umpire’s manager was the major cause of our limited opportunities. Observer Hartley Reid from Barbados suggested that we failed as a body.


Observer Colin Alfred said that we may have missed understood the role of the manager.   

Observer Audley Bailey questioned whether the WICUA was aware of what was happening.


The president sought to explain that several request made was to no avail. Information on local umpires assigned was not communicated to the WICB. Notwithstanding that Observer S. Bucknor   said that WICB has no real interest in umpiring and as such should not be relied on.

Recommendations:
1. WICB appoints an umpiring manager in collaboration with WICUA.

2. Adequate representation for 20/20 Tournament.

3. The Board must become more proactive.

Mark Santona Umpiring in the West Indies 2007 and Beyond
Mark recommended a Standardize syllabus for all the entire region and this should also included a job description for trainers and examiners. He cited a situation in Trinidad & Tobago where the match format has changed from three (3) days to two (2) days. He questioned the absence of written documents to guide countries on the number of days sighting six (6) one (1) day, three (3) two (2) days or two (2) three (3) days. In the absence of written documents, Trinidad and Tobago has chosen to use two (2), two (2) days as the accepted requirements.
The document speaks to Training, Content Syllabus, methodology, Trainers and Examiner and an Examination Exchange Programmes.

Observer Santana read the section on the future of the groups.  In the discussion the observer from Cayman – C. Young reminded the convention that the discussion was taken at a previous convention that six (6) one day matches, two (2) three (3) matches or three (3) two (2) day matches be accepted as the examination fulfillment.
Trinidad & Tobago’s delegate Ramsubhag and Chairman of the Training and Examination Committee C. Cumerbatch said that since 1998 they have been using two, two (2) days matches instead of the three (3) two (2) day matches. This permission was given by former Secretary Johnny Gayle.  Secretary V. Johnson said information was given to Trinidad & Tobago’s Executive that such practices were incorrect.
In other discussion an observer from Barbados felt that the ICC was too small, given the number of aspiring umpires and suggested that the process is having a negative impact also that it was a retrograde step. The president corrected information on the composition of the WICB Umpires Sub-Committee, the total membership was five (5) and that committee was appointed by the Board.

In rapping up, presenter Santana, acknowledged that his objective was achieved, however, he lamented the fact the WICUA is subservient to a simple Sub-Committee. He pleaded with the convention to implement some of the recommendation he suggested.

BREAK

On the resumption – “Proposal from WICB” a proposal from a meeting with match referees, captains and umpires after the completion of the match or at the end of the last day’s play.

Asst. Secretary Malcolm suggested that measures need to be put in place to ensure that captains Area Vice President attend meetings Doctrove, suggested that the practice was tried by the ICC but was abandoned.
Observer Acquant from Barbados supported the motion followed by Hudson Knight, Observer Hartley Reid and Colin Alfred of Guyana. Steve Bucknor challenged Young umpires to indicate if they would want to meet captains after the match especially if it was a challenging match. The overwhelming views were that the proposal would not be accepted.

Discussion on Regional Playing Condition & Laws of Cricket conducted by B. Doctrove/Norman Malcolm and V. Bullen
A letter form the ICC Umpires Manager Doug Cowie was read by Billy Doctrove.

 “Discussion paper on “Sojourn of a test umpire by Steve Bucknor
Mr. Bucknor looked at the high points and low points of his career for the period 1989 – 2007. A lively discussion followed in which many person participated.  Observer Bruce Haynes presented a paper  “The Amateur in a Professions Sport” No discussion followed the presentation.

WICB position on Retired Benefits or Pension Scheme for Regional Test Umpires.

This was not done based on the fact that Mr. Chatram Singh reported that the WICB was in no position to assist in this aspect.
Trinidad and Tobago Impasse, based on Directive given at Mid Town Conference.

President Pat Whyte gave the meeting a breakdown on the whole issue and the efforts made to date. These involve letters, meetings, recommendations and ultimatums. The President gave a detailed background of the situation since July 2005 to date.

Reference was made of the meeting held in Trinidad, April 2006 and February 2007 with WICB representatives Chetram Singh, Ken Gordon and Pat Whyte.  The President asked both sides to give an update of the situation.

Trinidad and Tobago Umpires’ Council said that because of the absence of the minutes of the February Meeting, they were not in a position to discuss the issues. He would like to have a meeting set up by WICUA with WICB and both sides to discuss the matter further.

Kasso Dowath: _ Agreed that dissenting would return to umpiring for the upcoming competitions and also to meetings.
Both parties agreed on the deadline for the constitution to be amended and that deadline was for May 2007. To date nothing has been said.

Mr. Dowath further indicated that the Appointment Committee was not properly constituted or persons were not being invited to meetings. He said that there was still a problem with the practical exam.

In the case of the Secretary of Trinidad and Tobago Umpires Council not in receipt of correspondence posted or delivery to him. He is awaiting the report from WICB to bring finality to issues.

Asst. Secretary/Treasurer Norman Malcolm asked the Delegate from T&TUC what guarantees there were that after two (2) meetings of non implementation of suggestion, a third would possible bring any solutions.
Secretary V. Johnson expounded on the issues and the failure of the TTUC&S to adhere to suggestions and agreements arrived at, in previous meetings. He called for decisive actions to be taken in relationship to the impasse.

The matter was discussed extensively, however no decisions were arrived at, the meeting was adjourned at 5:03 on a motion moved by Bermuda and seconded by Jamaica.

DAY IV

Executive Vice President, Tony Lalacksingh was asked to conduct the session. The day started with prayer, this was followed by a discussion paper on Umpiring Challenges. The Abandoned Test in England. The Implication of the Umpiring Decisions and Subsequent Rulings of the Authorities.” The paper was proceeded by an article read by the Vice President.
Delegate Doctrove one of the umpires involved gave his version on the incident.  Discussion followed with contribution from Delegates Young from the Cayman, Bermuda: Butler, USA- N. Grant, Barbados; L. Benn, Trinidad and Tobago – R. Richards, Jamaica D. Coleman: Observer Mark Santana, A. Bailey, Martin Parris, and Bucknor all suggested that the right to forfeit a game should remain the prerogative of the umpires at all level. He also felt that the powers of the umpires are being undermined by that of the match referee. 

Umpire Doctrove was asked by Asst. Secretary/Treasurer what he would have done differently, he said that he would have brought in the captains on the situation. 
Observer from Barbados – Hartley Reid endorsed Steve Bucknor’s comments and commended him for the clarity and illusiveness of the incident.

Vice President, Tony Lackacksingh urges members to be supportive of colleagues in incidents like these.  Doctrove said that during the incident he received absolutely no support from the WICB while his counterpart Darel Hair received continuous report from his association. Articles from “How is that” revealed that one journalist questioned why a precedence was set to over turn the umpires decision in that infamous Test Match.
Steve Bucknor reinforced the point that the captains took responsibility for the action of ball tampering, evidence however is critical.

Doctrove rapped up the discussion indicating that the incident made him a better and stronger person. He thanked all those who supported him during those trying times. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:35 

Proposal for the use of three Umpires in Matches – read by Pat Whyte
Reference was made to previous proposals. Daily reports on umpires. This was rejected until the suggestion came from other authorities. Similarly the suggestion of a ball being changed to new after seventy-five (75) overs, this was not accepted however since then the concept has been accepted for a change to new ball after One Hundred and ten (110) overs.

With the absence of a rest day in test matches and the heavy work schedule, the need for three (3) umpires to be used on a rotational basis. 

Support came from Secretary Johnson who said the concept would create greater possibility for exposure, but warned the additional expenses could be a deterrent.

Norman Malcolm suggested that the ideas would have to be implemented from top down, because of the implication on conditioning and mirroring the longer version of the game.
Observer Bucknor informed the meeting that the concept was tried before on a one (1) day basis. He however, warned that inconsistency could set in with each umpire having a different approach.
Observer Fearon suggested that the role of the ‘STAND BY” umpire would become more meaningful.

President Pat Whyte suggested that the recommendation be sent to WICB, at least for the records.

The Stanford 20/20 Tournament

This was introduced by Secretary Vivian Johnson. On the table was placed the following:

1. No funds allocated to WICUA

2. No approach for the appointment of Umpires

3. No negotiation for proper fees commensurate with the incentives paid the players.

4. No incorporation of WICB/WICUA in planning

Contributions came from Guyana’s Colin Alfred suggested that the WICUA moves immediately to ensure that the umpires treated differently. Observer Dobson said a letter should to WICUB outlining our grouses and our expectation.

Asst. Secretary/Treasurer Malcolm suggested that fees paid must be commensurate with incentives offered to players.

Observer Fearon suggested that once the tournament became on endorsed tournament by WICB, then the relevant negotiation must be done.

Observer Braithwaite asked if it was fair for all the young talents to be exposed from one section of the region.

President Pat Whyte suggested that the broadening of the appointments of umpires to all tournaments must be done be they U15, U19 not just the 20/20.

Chairman Tony Lalacksingh suggested that a letter be sent to WICB and copied to Stanford 20/20.

Bermuda accepted the offer to host the 24 Biennial Conventions. He delegate read a message from his president. This was followed by question or entry requirements and cost. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00p.m by a motion moved by Windward Island and seconded by USA. Members left to attend the cricket match Guyana vs. the rest.
DAY V
The meeting started with convention prayer, this was followed by the peace song.

Guyana’s Delegate Ananjit apologized for the unfortunate situation in which the cricket match was not played due to the negligence of the grounds men.

The president thanked him and suggested that it may be a blessing in disguise he urged the meeting to ensure that all matters are completed today.

Secretary announced that Final Written Exam will be August 12, 2007 and the final date for submission of candidates is the July 15, 2007.
WICUA Website: http:host76.hrwebservices.net/wicuaco/

Those represented house keeping matters.

The president then introduced the Business Session and turned over the mater of Examination in Trinidad and Tobago to Secretary Johnson who appraised the meeting on the situation including what constitute “a day” and practices in other territories. He placed on the table the faith of the candidates who were misled. Delegate H. Reid suggested that the exams were not considered null and void in the previous years therefore candidates should not be punished. This statement was corrected by the Secretary Johnson who reminded him of the circumstances that led to that decision.

Delegate from Cayman questioned if the Trinidad and Tobago Council was informed of the changes, he was told that they were informed.  Chairman of the Training and Examination Committee, Cumberbatch pleaded with the meeting to accept the two (2) days given since these candidates were being disenfranchised for a second time.

Contribution came from Delegate C. Duncan who suggested that we be careful of whatever precedence we set as it relates to examination. He also suggested Trinidad and Tobago Umpires’ Council seem not to recognize the officers of WICUA.

Delegate Doctrove questioned whether or not Trinidad and Tobago Umpires’ Council was not just blatantly disrespecting WICUA, in that respect he said they could not receive his support. 
Secretary Johnson read a letter from the Administrative Manager – TTCB dictating that matches of two (2) day will  be recorded as the same as three (3) days and the follow on remains the same a per three (3) days.

Observer Bucknor suggestd that this has to change because it is inconsistent with the law.  Asst. Secretary Treasurer Malcolm questioned what will happen to the candidate who only did one (1) examination.  Secretary Johnson moved a resolution that all the candidates are allowed to do the oral examination and that all results be withheld until these candidates have completed then practical. It was pointed out that this will be a one off situation and not to be treated precedence. The matter was put to a vote, the result fourteen (14) for, eight (8) absentees, five (5) disagreed.

The issue of the Stanford 20/20 was raised and a decision taken to write the WICB and Mr. Stanford.

The next matter, the Trinidad and Tobago impasse was raised, the president informed the meeting that in a discussion with Mr. Chetram Singh, he pleaded with him to attend the meeting, he promised that if he could find his notes he would make them available.
Mr. Singh said that if ultimately Trinidad and Tobago umpires had to be bared, so be it. No plans were in place for Mr. Singh to return to Trinidad and Tobago. From Mr. Singh’s perspective there seems to be no plans by both parties to resolve the issue which ever group is in charge will seek to disenfranchise the other.
Delegate from Trinidad & Tobago said that the resolution was being place before the delegates without enough information being given to delegates. Delegate Mark Santona asked what would happen to those officers from Trinidad & Tobago if the decision to bar Trinidad and Tobago Umpires Council is put into effect.
Delegate Ramsubag asked how many territories had one man one vote; most territories indicated that this was the practice.  This was challenged by Delegate Ramsubhag, the president informed him that he had enough time to do the necessary amendments to the constitution.
Delegate Doctrove asked for clarification on two issues:
1. A one man vote

2. The consequences if Trinidad and Tobago does not implant the instructions.

These positions were explained to the meeting, Delegate Santano questioned if the officers from Trinidad and Tobago Umpires Council will be barred from duties. Delegate Baksh informed the meeting that the officers were not appointed by Trinidad and Tobago rather by the total membership. Delegate from Bermuda said that he did not have enough information on the situation hence he would not be voting on this resolution.
Delegate from USA expressed reservation about the dissemination of the information from these meetings to umpires in Trinidad and Tobago. Delegate Coleman from Jamaica moved a motion that the proposal moved by Secretary Johnson be accepted, this was seconded by United States. The outcome of the vote was as follows seventeen (17) for, four (4) against and four (4) absentees.

Any other business
Delegate from Leewards Islands, A. Christopher questioned the purpose of the crest, who should wear them and when. Secretary Johnson informed him that only qualified members, that is persons who have passed the WICUA oral and practical examination.


Delegate Ramsubhag of Trinidad and Tobago asked that all matters regarding the examinations be put in writing and sent to Trinidad and Tobago. He asked about the criteria for ones name to be submitted to the first class panel. He questioned the absence of reports from West Indies Cricket Board (WICB).

The president informed the meeting that an umpire should not be removed after one (1) year unless he has received adverse reports or has had serious disciplinary measures taken against him.  He said that repeated attempts to obtain the umpires report from the West Indies Cricket Board have been met without success.


A panel of eight (8) umpires from each territory was submitted in 2006, this year the selection process will be for six (6). The respective territories will select six (6) from the eight (8) submitted last seasons.  Delegate from Windward moved a resolution asking that an anthem be drafted for West Indies Cricket Umpires’ Association, to be song at the 24th Convention for adoption for use in 2011.

Vice President Mahabal said he has already composed an anthem, the president then asked if the meeting was in favour of a submission from each territory. The delegate from Canada asked if anthems were not for countries. This was rebutted by the President.

The resolution was moved by Windward and seconded by United States. All were in favour of the resolution.

Vice President R. Butler asked if consideration could be given to territories voting for their respective Vice Presidents. Observer from Guyana asked if the flag was consecrated. 

Observer from Jamaica Audley Bailey discussed the issue of delegates leave their position without appropriate recognition and permission.

Point of order must be in respect of something specific, he argued. He also questioned whether individuals understood what the term “Moved a motion meant.”  It’s a request for a departure from the minutes or for the introduction of something specific which maybe leading in a specific direction, the move must be cleared on what it is being moved for.

Vice President Doctrove asked about the attire for arriving at the convention and leaving. He was informed that arriving persons must have blazers with the official crest, in the case of successful West Indies Cricket Umpires’ Association candidates; they must wear the West Indies Cricket Umpires’ Association crest on their blazer.

The President closed the session, thanking Mr. Bailey for his clarification expressed on that view and that he sometimes tends to be a facilitator, this has been his way.

He then invited H. Reid the newly elected president to speak followed by the delegates making the final contributions.   President elect H. Reid, thanked the delegate for unanimously electing him as president. He said that he would to everything to fulfill his obligation as president. He applauded the past president for his easy going approach, commended him for his wit and congratulated him for the experience brought to the table.

President elect H. Reid expressed the view that he will be extremely sorry to see the back of the President but hope that his experiences will be made available to the association at all times. He said that he will be taking outstanding issues with the West Indies Cricket Umpires’ Association with a view of having them resolved.

Barbados:
Thanked the Guyana Cricket Council and all the presenters for their effort. He thanked President Pat Whyte for his services and wishes him good health.
Bermuda:- 
Thanked Guyana Council, encourage the organization to embrace changes. Warned the organization against decisiveness and thanked the president for his services.

USA:-

Thanked the president for his services and the organization for their acceptance of the USA as full member. He warned the president elect that he would be watching him. He asked that the new president learn from the workings of the past president.

Canada:
expressed his delight to be in attendance, he said that he learnt a lot and expressed the view that once you attend one convention, you want to attend all.

Cayman Islands:
Thanked Guyana Council for their hospitality. He expressed the view that he learnt a lot and wish all a safe journey home.

Trinidad & Tobago: 
Thanked the Guyana Council expressed the view that while he felt pressured he hoped every effort will made to carry out the dictates of West Indies Cricket Umpires’ Association.

Windward Island:
Thanked Guyana Council, the members who presented papers and wished all the best for all present special thanks to President Pat Whyte.

Leewards Islands:
Thanked Guyana Council all delegate and observer for the comradie.  Thanked the Elite Panel umpire and expressed the view that what they have learnt will be put into practice special thanks to President Pat Whyte, he wished him good health and look forward to 2009.
Jamaica:
Thanked the Guyana Council, thanked President Pat Whyte and congratulated United States on their acceptance as fill member.

Training and Examination Chairman:
Thanked all and gave an assurance that every effort will be made to improve the standard of the Training and Examination Committee.

Asst. Secretary/Treasurer:
Thanked the President for his services, the Guyana Council, and all its members for their support. He expressed the view that Guyana lived up to expectation.  

Secretary Johnson thanked the Guyana Council for the magnificent show that they have put on, he thanked the President for contribution, and congratulated the in coming President and wish him the best.

Executive Vice President:
Thanked the President, praised him for his approach to leadership. Thanked the Guyana Council and all his colleagues for their support. He extended best wishes for the next convention.

Vice President – Area I:
Thanked the President, Guyana and presenters Bucknor and Billy Doctrove for sharing.  He said the looked for being everyone in Bermuda.

Vice President Area II:
Thanked President Whyte wished him the best. He also thanked the Guyana Council for their great effort.

Vice President Area  III:
Commended Guyana for their standard of the convention. He thanked the president for his support, and wish him the very best in the future. He wished the President elect the best and look forward to seeing all in Bermuda in 2009 and Dominica in 2011.

Vice President Area IV:
Thanked the Guyana Council for the wonderful convention and the President for the tremendous contribution to all he wished the best.
Guyana:
Endorsed the wishes of good health for President Pat Whyte. Thanked all the territories for their acknowledgement and endorsement of the convention and hoped that all will return to visit Guyana. He expresses pleasure at having all attendees.

Bermuda:  Mr. President, General Council and Colleagues. Bermuda thanked the Guyana Cricket Umpires Council for the quality hosting of the 23rd Biennial and we intend to maintain your standards of excellence of 24th Biennial, 2009

Elite umpires have shared with us in an educational manner, the human side of their recent controversial experiences. They have taught us that irrespective of grade and stature, we are all human.

Examples have been cited of umpires and umpiring bodies being treated dismissively by cricketing authorities. Unity is strength and in standing together as a unified body only can we respond effectively in the face of challenges.
The continued internal crisis of a member body continues to side track WICUA, forcing it to expend valuable limited resources, hopefully we can see results following today (June 22, 2007).
West Indies Cricket Umpires’ Association cannot be afraid to embrace change if we are to effectively function in the face of the challenges of 2007 and beyond. Change in our manner of operations and in our personnel is necessary to reach that next stop. No more must we be complacent in operating “business as usual”.

The new administration must have an all inclusive approach to its members – full and associate.

Capitalize on the strengths on the strengths each member brings; looking for weakness equates to division.

Biennial congratulates USA on its elevation to full membership – there is room for further growth in our membership numbers.

We extend appreciation to Mr. Randall Butler who relinquished his Area 1 Vice President role. We will continue to advance the cause of WICUA in Bermuda.

Mr. President, we wish you the continued best health and God’s blessing and the continued love and support of your wife, family, and colleagues.
President thanked Steve Bucknor and Hill for their contributions especially since they both acted as resource persons. Special thanks were given to all.

Newly elected Area Vice President C. Fletcher congratulated the President on his recovery. He thanked the delegates for their support and committed himself to work for the success of the organization.

The lowering of flag, of each territory was the final exercise. 

The meeting came to an end at 1:35 after prayer was offered by Delegate Blanchard of Leeward Island. 

The meeting was adjourned by Windward and seconded by Jamaica.

RESOLUTION

WEST INDIES CRICKET UMPIRES’S ASSOCIATION – ANTHEM

“Whereas all the territory who are members of West Indies Cricket Umpires’ Association has an anthem.

And whereas West Indies Cricket Umpire’s Association (WICUA) does not have its own.

Be it resolved that each territory of West Indies Cricket Umpires’ Association prepare an “ANTHEM” to be judged and selected at the Convention of 2009.

And be it further resolved that this ANTHEM be played and sang at the twenty-fifth (25th) Biennial Convention of the West Indies Cricket Umpire’s’ Association 2011.
